Malformations of the posterior fossa: current perspectives.
Posterior fossa malformations are a special group of central nervous system anomalies that present during infancy with hypotonia, developmental delay, microcephaly, or hydrocephalus. Recent discoveries of the genetic and epigenetic factors that control hindbrain ontogenesis explain some of these disturbances in cerebellar development. A comprehensive classification of posterior fossa malformations is proposed with particular attention to Dandy-Walker malformation, Joubert syndrome, and other cerebellar hypoplasias. A rare form of cerebellar hypertrophy which caused repeated obstruction at the foramen magnum is recognized. The importance of the cerebellum in language, cognition, and brain growth is stressed.